
Zechariah: The Old Testament Apocalypse  
Verses 1:1-6 The Return to God 

In the eighth month of the second year [of the reign] of Darius [the king of 
Persia], the word of the Lord came to Zechariah (the Lord remembers) the son of 
Berechiah, the son of Iddo, the prophet, saying, 2 “The Lord was extremely angry 

with your fathers. 3 Therefore say to the Jews, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts 
(armies), “Return to Me,” declares the Lord of hosts, “and I shall return to you. 
4 Do not be like your fathers, to whom the former prophets proclaimed, ‘Thus 

says the Lord of hosts, “Repent [that is, change your way of thinking] and return 
now from your evil way [of life] and from your evil deeds.”’ But they did not 
listen or pay attention to Me,” declares the Lord. 5 “Your fathers, where are 

they? And the prophets, do they live forever? 6 But did not My words (warnings) 
and My statutes, which I commanded My servants the prophets, overtake your 
fathers? Then they repented and said, ‘As the Lord of hosts planned to do to us 
[in discipline and punishment], in accordance with our ways and our deeds, so 

has He dealt with us.’”’” (Zechariah 1:1-6 AMP) 

 

1. God controls all _____________ whether they are good or evil. 
 
The king’s heart is like a stream of water directed by the LORD; he guides it 
wherever he pleases. (Proverbs 21:1 NLT) 

2. Biblical purity brings ____________ to believers, but compromise with the 
world leads to __________.  
 
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ 
Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6:23 NLT) 

3. Saved people live lives that _____________ we are serious about avoiding 
sin. 
 
In those days John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the Wilderness of Judea 
[along the western side of the Dead Sea] and saying, Repent [change your inner 
self—your old way of thinking, regret past sins, live your life in a way that proves 
repentance; seek God’s purpose for your life], for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.” (Matthew 3:1-2 AMP) 

From that time Jesus began to preach and say, “Repent [change your inner self—
your old way of thinking, regret past sins, live your life in a way that proves 
repentance; seek God’s purpose for your life], for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.” (Matthew 4:17 AMP) 

Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order that 
times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord; (Acts 3:19 NASB) 

 


